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ENVIRONMENT: A report
says the chemical at
current levels may be

harmful to children.

BY DAVID DANELSKI
THE PRESS-NTERPRSE

* rocket fuel chemical that

River and several other Inland
drinking water sources should
be cleaned up to protect the
health of fetuses, infants and
children, an environmental
group says in a report to be
released today.

The Los Angeles-baged Envi-
ronment California Research &
Policy Center contends that the
small amounts of perchlorate in
drinking water consumed by
gome 16 million Californians
might be linked to lower in-
telligence, learning disabilities
and other problems in children.

“We think perchlorate could
be tied to problems we are
seeing in increased neurologi-
cal and hehavior problems in
kids,” said Sujatha Jahagirdar,
. clean water policy advocate for
Environment California.

After reviewing scientific

cleanup of
perchlorate

contaminated the Colorado

urges

studies and evaluating the extent
of contamination and other fac-
tors, the group concluded that

" regulators should limit perchlo-’

rate in drinking water to nomore
than 1 part per billlon — less
than the concentratfons in many
Inland drinking water supplies.
The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tectloh Agency and state of
Massachusetts have made pre-
Uiminary findings that 1 part
billfon is safe for everyone, even
infants and fetuses.
Environment California con-
tends that California’s pro-

~posed health goal — an amount

the state considers safe for
everyone — of 8 parts per biilion
is too high.

The group 1s urging the state
to lower that goal.

Perchlorate is used in rocket
fuel, munitioris and fireworks.

Leaks and spills at factories and
military bages have allowed the
chemical to invade rivers and
groundwater. ‘

In suffictent doses, it is known
to impair the thyroid gland's
ability to absorb lodide, a bulld-
ing hlock for the hormones that
guide neurological develop-
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